
   

STRUCTURE / ACTIVITY

ASSESSMENT

Today we are going to go through one social challenge which 
is homelessness. This helps us all work through an issue as a
bigger group. Starting next week we will start to identify 
issues that we individually care about.

What do you know about homelessness already? 
What do you know and what are you curious about? 

Not true. Most often it is a sudden illness, an accident, losing 
one’s job or falling into debt which causes one to loose their 
home. 

Not True. Interviews with street homeless persons show that 
most of their money goes to buying food and amenities such 
as socks, hygiene products, and bottled water. Although 
some do spend money on alcohol or drugs, the same can be 
said of anyone.

Not True. A significant portion of homeless people do have 
jobs—they just cannot afford to pay rent. It is also hard to 
apply for a job with no address, no clean clothes, no place to 
shower, and the stigma of being homeless. 

Welcome

True or False:
1. “Bad choices” are often the reason for homelessness.

2. People who are homeless spend all their money on drugs and 
alcohol.

3. People just need a job to get out of homelessness.

LESSON TITLE

Student Learning Workshop
Session 4

Exploring Homelessness 

OBJECTIVES PREPARATION

Test SLW Powerpoint #4
Student workbooks

To expand our awareness of social 
challenges around us.
To build a framework to identify and 
understand social issues.

WARM UP 
(validate
existing
knowledge)

10 min
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CURRICULUM

NEW IDEAS
(introduce
and apply
new content)

20 min



   

John Interview
Stop for reflections from the group. What did you notice
about this interview? What did you learn? 

These two art pieces were designed to bring awareness and
change how people think about homelessness. 
Are they effective? What do you see in them? How do they
challenge your thinking?

Using the Catalogue for Philanthropy, general web searches,
and the Volunteer Center, let’s come up with organizations
that are addressing homelessness in our county. 

Which organizations are out there?
How do they help?
What volunteer opportunities do they list?

Source: https://www.nyu.edu/about/news-
publications/news/2019/september/HomelessQandA.html

Let’s watch a personal narrative

Explain that there are many types of homelessness (it could
affect a person or a family, people could sleep outside, on
couches of friends, or in hotels, it could be long term or just for a
few days). 

Art as Solution

Non Profit Organizations
 (on whiteboard)

1.
2.
3.
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Student Learning Workshop - Session 4

WRAP UP
(gauge new
learning)

3 min
Break into small groups. Assign each small group a few tools. 
Have them come up with ways to use tools individually or 
together to address homelessness.
What is one thing you learned about homelessness?

Brainstorm other solutions using Potato Game

https://invisiblepeople.tv/videos/lost-business-now-homeless-with-wife-in-philadelphia/
https://www.nyu.edu/about/news-publications/news/2019/september/HomelessQandA.html

